September 20th Pot Luck/Meeting recap:

Thank you to Bev Marshall and Tom O’Ban for hosting CNWS Neighborhood Alliance first annual Pot Luck the evening of September 20th, 2006 at their home located directly adjacent to the CNWS.   Guests enjoyed watching the sun set on the CNWS, the twinkling lights and torches in Bev and Tom’s beautifully decorated yard, and delicious main dishes and desserts under the stars.

Thank you to everyone helping to promote the CNWS Neighborhood Alliance who has:


Walked neighborhoods speaking to homeowners 

Tabled at Safeway in the spring

Attended City Council and Planning meetings, and those brave enough to

SPEAK!

Emailed, called, sent letters to city and Contra Costa Times
Tabled at the Concord Farmer’s Market

Spread the word

Thank you to the Environmental Groups working behind the scenes, writing letters, attending and speaking at meetings, in general, working to save open space at CNWS.


Larry Tong – East Bay Regional Parks

Kent Fickett and Jimm Edgar– Mt. Diablo Audubon Society



David Reid – Greenbelt



Seth Adams – Save Mt. Diablo



Lisa Anich – Friends of Mt. Diablo Creek



Jessica Hamburger – Mt. Diablo Watershed



Mike Daly – Sierra Club

Update: 

The CNWS Neighborhood Alliance started in early March, 2006 and in two weeks had sixty members.  We now have over 500 families in the Alliance and growing daily.

With everyone’s help, we have succeeded in having the 13,000 proposed new homes removed from the General Plan.  The city of Concord knows we are all serious and we are committed to our mission.  On a city led CNWS tour on September 16th, when asked about the status of the CNWS, city of Concord Project Manager Michael Wright stated that “most of the residents in the city want the to leave the CNWS as is”. This tells us that as an Alliance, we are doing the right thing in gathering the support of citizens/voters.

Per city staff, over 300 people have taken the city of Concord’s tour of the CNWS.  The city will release a final report on Phase 1 in October.  The city staff has received 130 applications for the Citizens Advisory Committee. Staff will compile this information and pass on to the City Council.  The City Council plans to start interviewing CAC applicants in October.  The city is working at scheduling a citizen’s meeting with a representative from the Navy.

We are pleased to note in a Contra Costa Times editorial dated September 20th, Times editors encouraged the city of Concord to “Lead the way” and demonstrate to the world that Contra Costans and Californians are serious about our environment, and stated “There is little doubt that much of the land will be left as open space, which in itself is an environmentally friendly thing to do”. We have responded with our letter to the editor.
Introduction:  Michael Chavez for City Council!  Michael Chavez has been a member of the CNWS Neighborhood Alliance since its early stages.  He has a history of advocating for parks and open space in Contra Costa County and has a commitment to preserve parks and open space on the Concord Naval Weapons Station.  He has decided to run for City Council.   Please support and vote for Michael Chavez for City Council.  Email Michael at ChavezforCouncil@aol.com or call 674-3638 to order a free Michael Chavez lawn sign.  Contact Michael directly to volunteer in his campaign.
How can you help?

· Keep spreading the word – the more members/voters we have, the stronger our voice! 

· Print out the CNWS poster on our home page – display at work, in your car window at BART, at your local coffee shop, etc.  

· Call Kathy Gleason at 925-676-5656 for posters with tear-off tags listing our web site and phone number. With permission, place these in stores, coffee shops, etc. 

· Display a CNWS lawn sign, especially in strategic spots, busy commute corners, etc. (Call Kathy to order.) 
· Forward our web site in your emails.


· When we ask, attend meetings, send emails, phone, write letters.  

· Support/vote for open space candidates, especially Michael Chavez.  

· Volunteer to deliver CNWS Neighborhood Alliance flyers in your neighborhood.  

· Please donate to help pay for our web site, sign printing costs, other printing and mailing costs.

Thank you to everyone who donated a total of $451 at the Pot Luck.  These donations help to cover the above mentioned expenses.
Jim Hale: Wildlife Biologist:

Our Pot Luck/Meeting ended with an hour-long slide show presentation by local wildlife biologist Jim Hale.  Our sincere thanks to Jim for sharing his extensive knowledge of the wildlife and history of the Concord Naval Weapons Station.  Jim’s presentation and discussion was most enjoyable!
Final Thank you – Keep spreading the word to increase our membership!

