January 23, 2007

To: 
Concord City Council members – Mark Peterson, Bill Shinn, Helen Allen, Michael Chavez, Laura Hoffmeister

From: 
Concord Naval Weapons Station Neighborhood Alliance

The Concord Naval Weapons Station Neighborhood Alliance is approaching its first anniversary.  Formed in February 2006 to protect the interests of residents in the development of the CNWS, it has been almost one year since our Alliance embarked on this very eye-opening journey.  Representing a group of more than 600 members, I would like to reflect and share with you the positive lessons we have learned over the past year.

In the early stages of this process, we were forced to slow down, meet and communicate with our neighbors and other residents - a positive lesson which we still enjoy!   We learned that a large number of residents in Concord and neighboring cities genuinely care about the future of this city.

Further into the journey we learned that we could talk with Planning Commission members, City Council members and staff, and you actually listened to us.  We don’t always agree, and we understand there may be compromise, but we feel we can work together in planning the future of the CNWS, and we appreciate that fact.
We recently learned that a group of 21 intelligent, experienced local residents have volunteered to commit a significant portion of their valuable time over the next 2 years to planning the development of the CNWS, forming the Citizen’s Advisory Committee. 

We believe that local residents and members of the Citizen’s Advisory Committee who have volunteered their time to work on this project care much more about the City of Concord than any company that stands to make millions or billions in profit from this development.  We believe that no one cares more than local residents about the future of this city.

As we continue on this journey, we ask you, again, to represent the residents of Concord in the development of the CNWS.   We request that you do not offer the Navy another 90 day extension, that you offer no more than a 2 week extension.  We support the City of Concord in the continuation of the BRAC process. On behalf of the more than 600 members of our Alliance, we ask you to help us move forward in a community driven planning process of the CNWS.

Thank you,

Kathy Gleason

Co-founder
CNWS Neighborhood Alliance

