Thank you for your interest in the Concord Naval Weapons Station Neighborhood Alliance.
The Alliance was formed in mid-February 2006.  My name is Kathy Gleason.  I live on Crestwood Circle in Concord, directly adjacent to the Concord Naval Weapons Station.  One rainy February evening, as I was sorting through a pile of junk mail leftover from the holidays, I discovered a one page flyer from the city of Concord indicating they were planning to build 13,000 homes on the CNWS site.  I immediately called a realtor friend, Bev Marshall, who also lives adjacent to the site to ask her if she knew what this was about.  Upon further research, we discovered that only residents within 300 feet of the site received this notice. We learned that we had only a few weeks to respond to the city before the public comment period for the General Plan, including the proposal to build 13,000 homes, would close, putting the proposed development process in motion.
We felt that not only our neighbors, but all Concord residents and residents in nearby cities should be aware of this proposed development.  With guidance from a neighbor in Dana Estates, Bev and I formed the CNWS Neighborhood Alliance.   We felt it was important to save as much open space as possible, and to prevent further traffic congestion in the area of the CNWS. We clearly understood that additional traffic generated by 13,000 homes would also feed into every major traffic artery in the already congested East Bay.

With the help of members and local environmental groups, we were able to first postpone the March deadline for comments on the project, and then to ask the City of Concord to remove the development of the CNWS from the General Plan, to be addressed separately from the General Plan, using residents input. 

The CNWS Neighborhood Alliance has grown quickly.  Initially in early March, a small group of volunteers walked neighborhoods distributing information, and set up informational tables at our local Safeway. Our neighbors on Denkinger Rd had no knowledge of the proposal to widen Denkinger Rd. to 4 lanes, and welcomed the information - once they discovered we were not trying to sell them something!  Within two weeks, we had over 60 members.  Our membership currently exceeds 600 families, and we add names daily.   

Our goal is to preserve a minimum of 80% of the CNWS for open space/parks and recreation, for ourselves and for future generations. We have encouraged the city to focus on minimal development near the Concord North BART Station.

As a member of CNWS Neighborhood Alliance, we will keep you updated on issues surrounding the proposed development.  We will ask for your help only when we feel it is necessary, and in the following ways: emails, letters and phone calls to the city, and your appearance at those city meetings we feel will be critical to our mission.  If a CNWS issue is on the ballot, we will ask for your vote.  We will hold occasional neighborhood meetings which you will be welcome to attend. Those of you with email will hear from us more often. To keep our expenses at a minimum, we will contact those without email by US mail only when necessary.  Please feel free to email or phone Bev (bevhouses@aol.com  925-825-7915) or phone me (925-676-5656) at any time for updates or if you have questions. 

How can you help promote the CNWS Neighborhood Alliance?  Please tell a friend, relative, neighbor or co-worker about our Alliance.  Ask them to add their name to our list of members. 

Download our  informational sign to post at work , your local business (with permission), or to place in your car window.  Similar lawn signs are available for $6 each.  

Thank you for your interest and support in preserving open space at the CNWS site.  Concord is our city and Contra Costa is our county.  The development of the CNWS will impact local residents’ lives forever. We must have a voice in the future of the CNWS. Please stay involved.
Kathy Gleason

