April 19, 2006 Presented verbally at City Council meeting & delivered to city offices.
To: Mayor Susan Bonilla, City Council, Planning Commission and City of Concord Staff

From: Concord Naval Weapons Station Neighborhood Alliance
On behalf of the Concord Naval Weapons Station Neighborhood Alliance representing the 525 homes in Bishop Estates and Crestwood Homes area, additional neighbors on Denkinger and Bailey Roads, and further surrounding neighborhoods and beyond, all of which will be impacted by development of the Concord Naval Weapons Station, we wish to respond to the Planning Commission and the city of Concord regarding comments made at the April 5th Planning Commission meeting.

Before commenting, we wish to thank the Planning Commission and the city, for forcing us to rediscover the lost art of communicating with our neighbors.  In a day and age when most residents rush to work, rush home, try to pay their bills to keep their heads above water, squeeze in raising children and grandchildren, and more, we have been forced to slow down and talk to our neighbors.  Neighbors we normally would not have had time to interact with.  We’ve talked with them in front of Safeway – once they realized we were not trying to sell them something, or ask for a donation!  These neighbors are now baking cookies and bringing them to neighborhood meetings, working together and looking for development solutions everyone can live with.  We’ve reconnected with old neighbors, and met a lot of new neighbors, and we like it!  Most important of all, we’ve discovered our neighbors are basically good people, worried about not only what is about to happen in their own backyard, but what they will hand off to future generations.  We thank you  for forcing to connect as community members!
Regarding talking to neighbors in front of Safeway, we heard many comments.  Some said ‘We’ve had it with traffic and development, we’re moving, we’re leaving the area.”  Others said “Do you think you can actually fight the city, and the developers?  It’s a done deal, you can’t change it.”  To which we replied “If we don’t try, we can’t complain when the development begins.”  And that’s why we’re here tonight, to take ownership of our city, and to tell you, as residents and taxpayers, what we would like to see in the growth of our city.
Regarding comments made by speakers, and by members of the Planning Commission, we, the Concord Naval Weapons Station Neighborhood Alliance, would like to respectfully reiterate one point for the record:  

Yes, the city of Concord held previous workshops asking for resident input.  Many of us did attend these previous community workshops. 

No, resident input from these workshops was not included in the General Plan2030 
and the DEIR.

Considering this, we ask, who was it that decided not to use our input?  If it was the consultant hired by the city of Concord, will the city be using the same consultant for future workshops?

Regarding the “Not in my backyard” comment from Commissioner Costa:

Of course “not in my backyard” applies.  Would anyone on the Planning Commission, City Council or staff want the 2 lane road in front of their home widened to 4 lanes?  Or the open space they have enjoyed for so many years destroyed?

Beyond  “not in my backyard”, the problem is that members of the CNWS NA and of  the community in general care. And that’s a good problem.

We care about:


Our children and grandchildren, and what we will hand off to the 



next generation, and the next generation 

Overwhelming traffic congestion during commute hours


Preserving open space and displacing wildlife – once both are gone – they are 



gone forever

Having a large open space park nearby, within our city, to use as traffic  


congestion in the Bay Area grows and gas prices continue to rise

Leaving pristine, untouched open space without residential or commercial 


development, as it should be


Preserving history – again, gone forever if we don’t save it


We care about quality, not quanity


We care about quality of life

We care about taking our time and developing our city wisely

We care about the city actually using our input in this development


As tax paying residents of our city we care about an end result that we will want  


to live with on a daily basis, and pass on through time

Regarding zoning, we request that the entire CNWS be zoned Open Space at this time.  We ask, why would it not be zoned Open Space, so that later we could exact from developers the benefits the city needs: trails, lakes, parks, pools, ball fields and more in exchange for rezoning?  We ask you to not General Plan it now – zone it Open Space. 

We request mandatory voter approval on development plans for the CNWS.  The residents must have final approval on a development that will change the face of their city and affect their daily lives.  We ask you to guarantee that residents input will be used in the planning process, and that voters will have final approval on this development.

Thank you,

Concord Naval Weapons Station Neighborhood Alliance

CNWS Neighborhood Alliance contact information:


Bev Marshall, 4531 Lincoln Drive, Concord 94521 PH: 825-7915 bevhouses@aol.com

Kathy Gleason, 4459 Crestwood Circle, Concord 94521 PH: 676-5656
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