April 19, 2006 Presented verbally at  City Council meeting & delivered to city offices, part 2
To: Mayor Susan Bonilla, City Council, Planning Commission and City of Concord Staff

From: Concord Naval Weapons Station Neighborhood Alliance

On behalf of the Concord Naval Weapons Station Neighborhood Alliance, we wish to provide the City of Concord with the following comments.

The analysis and drafting of the proposed Concord 2030 General Plan was commenced in 2003 and the Planning Commission has already acknowledged that the proposed General Plan framework for the CNWS was drafted at a time when the base’s future was unknown.   Since the Department of Defense approved the closure of the 5,170 acre inland area of the CNWS in November, 2005, the closure is no longer a possibility but a reality.  Nothing is gained by rushing through the General Plan Update which never seriously studied development of the CNWS.  Furthermore, if the General Plan Update is adopted, it is likely that it will be in conflict with the growth and development objectives established in the Base Reuse Plan.

Also, the adoption of the Concord 2030 General Plan as drafted is completely contrary to the stated 3-phase planning process for preparation of the Base Reuse Plan.  Why adopt a General Plan which would set criteria for housing, retail and community development for the CNWS when Phase 1 of the 3-phase planning process which includes preplanning, a visioning process to establish an overall policy framework and principles to guide the reuse planning process, has not been completed?  Since Phase I, which is essentially a community outreach program whereby the citizens of the City of Concord would state their views on development of the CNWS has not yet been completed and Phase II and Phase III have not yet commenced, the only viable alternative for the Planning Commission is to vote to recommend Option No. 3, which would allow the General Plan to go forward but would not include development guidelines for housing, retail and commercial development for the CNWS.  Since development of the CNWS has huge potential impacts to the citizens of Concord and the City of Concord, the citizens of the City of Concord need to be heard and the proposed 3-phase planning process should be followed prior to any criteria being established for development of housing, retail and commercial uses at the CNWS.
We respectfully request that the voices of the citizens of the City of Concord be heard and that the Planning Commission unanimously adopt proposed Option No. 3 as its recommendation tot eh City Council.

